DRIFFIELD 

7^ 

RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

MEDICAL  OFFICER 

OF 

HEALTH 

FOR  THE  YEAR  1910. 


\ 


DRIFFIELD : 

THOS.  HOLDERNESS,  PRINTER,  MIDDLE  STREET,  SOUTH. 

1911. 


HEALTH  REPORT,  1910. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Driffield 

Rural  District  Council. 


Gentlemen, 

Again  at  the  close  of  the  year  I beg  to  present  you  with  my 
annual  report  on  the  health  of  your  district  for  the  year  1910.  I 
am  sorry  to  say  that  in  some  respects  it  is  not  satisfactory  reading. 
The  death  rate  is  the  very  high  one  of  17*7  per  1000,  as  compared 
with  13 '4  per  1000  for  the  whole  country  and  13 ’6  for  the  rural 
districts.  The  infant  mortality  rate  is  also  very  high,  being  134  per 
1000  births,  as  compared  with  106  per  1000  for  the  whole  country, 
and  96  per  1000  for  the  rural  districts.  On  the  other  side  of  the 
account  is  the  low  death  rate  from  epidemic  diseases  of  *75  per  1000 
as  compared  with  *99  per  1000  for  all  England  and  Wales  and  *74 
for  the  rural  districts.  The  birth  rate  is  the  highest  recorded  for  the 
whole  period  during  which  I have  been  its  Medical  Officer,  being 
28  8 per  1000  compared  with  24 '8  per  1000  for  the  whole  country 
and  25  per  1000  for  the  rural  districts. 


GEOLOGY. 


The  district  over  which  you  have  the  supervision  of  the  water 
supply  divides  itself  roughly  into  two  parts — a North  Western 
district  comprising  the  registration  districts  of  Bainton  and  Langtoft, 
and  a South  Eastern  division  corresponding  almost  exactly  with  the 
sub-registration  districts  of  Driffield  Eural  and  Boston.  In  the 
former  district  the  most  superficial  geological  formation  is  the 
cretaceous  rocks  which  come  up  almost  to  the  surface  in  many  parts 
of  the  district.  The  chalk  stratum  is  very  thick  and  is  an  excellent 
water  bearing  stratum.  The  valleys  in  this  district  are  covered  with 
chalk  gravel  through  which  the  water  in  the  chalk  at  a certain 
saturation  level  forces  its  way  in  springs  and  forms  the  gipseys  of 
the  district,  by  whose  means  much  excellent  water  annually  runs  to 
waste.  The  Driffield  neighbourhood  is  of  this  nature,  and  the 
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district  on  which  the  dale  villages  are  situate  is  of  the  same  character. 
Throughout  this  district  the  wells  are  deep  and  if  properly  protected 
would  yield  an  excellent  supply  of  good  and  wholesome  water.  In 
the  higher  parts  of  the  district  the  chalk  is  so  thick  that  to  reach  the 
water  level  by  boring  wells  necessitates  much  expense  and  labour  and 
these  districts  are  generally  supplied  by  water  from  rain  water 
cisterns,  which  require  close  supervision  to  keep  them  satisfactory 
owing  to  conditions  of  collecting  and  storing.  The  water  is  held  up 
in  the  chalk  by  the  underlying  clays  of  the  Liassic  stratum  of  rocks. 

The  surface  deposits  of  the  South  Eastern  part  of  the  district, 
including  the  Driffield  and  Foston  registration  districts,  are  the 
boulder  clay  and  the  most  recent  of  all  geologic  formations,  the 
alluvium.  The  former  largely  predominates.  In  this  district  there 
is  a danger  of  the  making  of  shallow  wells,  yielding  a supply  of  water 
both  insufficient  and  suspicious  Under  the  boulder  clay  the  chalk 
may  be  reached  in  this  district  also  at  a depth  of  from  70  to  100 
feet  below  the  surface  and  by  this  means  artesian  wells  may  be  made 
in  the  chalk,  which  generally  yield  a satisfactory  supply.  It  is  a 
peculiar  fact  however  that  such  waters,  even  out  of  the  chalk  east  of 
the  river  Hull  are  sometimes  of  doubtful  quality,  and  this  should  be 
borne  in  mind  before  full  satisfaction  is  felt  in  the  quality  of  the 
water  from  these  wells.  The  water  syncline  in  the  district  runs 
south  and  south-east. 

POPULATION. 

I estimate  the  population  of  the  district  to  the  middle  of  1910 
at  10,568  persons,  as  compared  with  10,700  last  year.  In  arriving 
at  this  figure  I estimate  the  annual  rural  exodus  at  250,  a 
figure  slightly  lower  than  the  one  I have  used  in  former  years,  as  I 
have  reason  to  believe  that  the  immigration  into  the  towns  is  not 
quite  so  great  as  it  was  a few  years  ago.  The  number  of  births 
recorded  in  1910  was  305,  and  the  number  of  deaths  was  187,  giving 
a natural  increase  of  population  of  118  persons.  Adding  this  to  la«t 
years’  population  of  10, 700,  we  ought  to  have  a population  of  10,818 
persons,  but  deducting  the  estimated  exodus  of  250  persons  we 
arrive  at  the  figure  10,568  as  the  probable  population  of  the  district 
in  the  middle  of  1910.  We  shall  have  the  census  figures  again  this 
year  and  shall  then  see  how  near  our  calculations  are  to  the  actual 
figures.  Next  year  our  various  rates  will  be  more  reliable.  As  to 
the  rural  exodus  I know  that  in  some  districts  changed  social 
conditions  have  operated  to  prevent  its  expansion,  and  there  is  hope 
that  in  the  future  these  changes  may  be  more  marked,  and  that 
English  village  life  may  again  be  regenerated,  much  to  the  advantage 
of  the  village,  the  town  and  the  nation  generally,  both  as  to  national 
physique  and  character.  We  hope  by  this  means  to  do  something  to 
remedy  the  congestion  of  the  towns  and  to  solve  the  question  of 
housing,  which  has  a very  direct  bearing  on  both  physique  and 
character.  The  Housing  Act  of  1909  contains  the  germ  of  great 
changes  and  improvements  both  in  town  and  country  housing  and 
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has  a direct  bearing  on  the  depopulation  of  the  villages.  I would 
concmend  the  Act  of  1909  to  your  notice.  It  can  be  purchased  fora 
few  pence  and  is  a document  of  profound  importance  to  local 
authorities  and  well  worth  perusal  by  all  the  constituent  members  of 
those  authorities. 

I estimate  the  population  of  the  various  sub-districts  as  follows  : 
Langtoft,  3063  ; Bainton,  3019  ; Driffield  Eural,  2556 ; and  Boston, 
1930.  The  Langtoft  district  still  has  the  greatest  population  in  spite 
of  a high  death  rate  for  the  year.  The  birth  rate  in  Langtoft  district 
was  the  very  high  one  of  31  per  1000. 

BIRTH-RATE. 

During  1910  the  births  of  305  children  were  registered  in  the 
whole  district,  being  the  largest  number  since  1903.  The  birth  rate 
was  28 '8  per  1000,  the  highest  for  the  last  ten  years,  the  nearest 
approach  to  it  being  26 '6  per  1000  in  1908.  This  aspect  of  my 
report  is  very  satisfactory.  It  compares  very  favourably  with  the 
rate  for  the  whole  country  which  was  24*8  per  1000  and  with  the  rural 
districts  which  was  25  per  1000.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  this  high 
rate  will  continue,  as  the  best  physical  stocks  of  the  nation  are 
produced  in  the  country  districts  and  the  national  physique  is  thereby 
maintained.  The  birth  rate  would  be  much  higher  relatively  if 
calculated  on  the  percentage  of  child-bearing  women  in  the  district, 
which  is  not  nearly  so  great  as  it  is  in  the  towns,  owing  to  the  fact 
that  many  young  women  from  the  country  emigrate  into  the  towns 
from  the  rural  districts. 

The  highest  birth  rate  was  in  the  Langtoft  district,  where  it  was 
31  per  1000,  and  the  lowest  in  the  Bainton  district,  where  it  was 
26 ‘5  per  1000,  which  however  was  greatly  in  excess  of  the  national 
average  rate.  In  the  other  two  districts  it  was  almost  identical,  being 
29  per  1000  in  Boston  district  and  28*9  per  1000  in  Driffield  district. 


I append  a table  for 

comparison 

of  the  birth  rates  in 

the  whole 

country  and  our  own  district  : 

No.  of 

Eate  per 

District. 

Births. 

Males. 

Bemales. 

1000. 

England  and  Wales 

24  8 

Eural  England  and  Wales 

25*  . 

Driffield  Eural  District 

...  305  ... 

...  163  .. 

....  142  ... 

...  28-8 

Langtoft  District  

....  95  ... 

...  53  .. 

....  42  ... 

...  31 

Bainton  District 

....  80  ... 

...  37  .. 

43  ... 

...  26-5 

Driffield  sub-district  .. 

...  74  ... 

...  40  .. 

34  ... 

...  28-9 

Boston  District  

...  55  ... 

...  33  .. 

23  ... 

...  29 

ILLEGITIMACY. 

In  the  matter  of  illegitimacy  I am  sorry  not  to  be  able  to  record 
any  improvement.  We  still  have  an  unenviable  notoriety  in  this 
respect,  The  Driffield  Rural  district  is  still  the  blackest  spot  io  our 
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district  in  this  matter.  Out  of  305  births  in  the  whole  district  41 
were  those  of  illegitimate  children,  23  males  and  18  females.  I am 
pleased  to  say,  however,  that  the  number  of  deaths  amongst  such 
infants  is  very  much  lower  this  year  than  in  previous  years,  and 
probably  indicates  that  much  more  care  is  taken  of  these  unfortunates 
than  formerly.  This  is  probably  owing  to  the  more  stringent 
operation  and  administration  of  the  Infant  Life  Protection  Acts. 
The  number  of  illegitimate  births  in  our  district  is  still  nearly  four 
times  as  great  as  that  of  the  whole  country,  being  about  13 '5  per 
cent,  of  the  total  births,  as  compared  with  the  rest  of  the  country  at 
large,  where  it  is  below  4 per  cent.,  and  moreover  it  is  nearly  three 
times  as  large  as  that  of  the  East  Biding  in  general,  which  has  a 
higher  rate  than  the  country  generally.  As  to  the  cause  of  this  high 
rate  of  illegitimacy  I may  refer  to  my  last  year’s  report  for  my  own 
opinion  on  the  subject.  In  1908  the  proportion  of  illegitimate  to 
legitimate  births  in  the  whole  country  was  40  per  1000,  in  the  East 
Biding  it  was  54  per  1000,  and  in  the  year  under  consideration  in 
the  whole  of  our  district  it  was  155  per  1000,  whilst  in  the  Driffield 
rural  sub-district  it  was  213  per  1000,  or  more  than  1 in  5 births 
were  illegitimate.  I append  a table  for  comparative  purposes. 


lileg. 

Leg. 

Prop,  to 

Per 

District. 

Births. 

Births. 

Leg.  bii^ths. 

centage. 

Whole  District  . 

..  41  ... 

....  264  ... 

..  15-5 

Langtoft  District 

15  ... 

...  80  .... 

..  187 

...  18-7 

Bainton  District. 

,.  10  ... 

...  70  .... 

..  142 

...  14-2 

Driffield  Bural  . 

..  13  ... 

...  61  .... 

213 

...  21-3 

Boston  District  . 

..  3 .. 

...  53  .... 

...  57 

...  5-7 

It  will  be  seen  from  the  above  table  that  more  than  one  birth 
in  5 in  the  Driffield  sub-district  was  illegitimate,  whilst  in  the  Boston 
district  only  1 birth  in  19  was  of  this  nature.  In  Bainton  district 
the  number  was  about  1 in  7,  and  in  Langtoft  district  about  1 in  6. 
The  State  now  pays  much  closer  attention  to  these  children  and  the 
way  they  are  housed  and  brought  up,  and  so  the  evil  is  to  some 
extent  mitigated  by  wise  administration.  It  is  to  be  hoped,  however, 
that  improvement  may  take  place  by  natural  means. 

MORTALITY. 

In  approaching  the  mortality  statistics  my  task  is  not  as  pleasant 
as  in  former  years.  The  total  number  of  deaths  registered  during 
the  year  of  residents  belonging  to  the  district  was  187,  as  compared 
with  152  in  1909  and  162  in  1908.  Of  these,  15  died  in  institutions 
outside  the  district  and  172  within  the  district.  The  death-rate  was 
17 '7  per  1000,  as  compared  with  14*4  per  1000  last  year,  and  an 
average  of  14 ‘7  per  1000  for  the  last  eight  years.  The  rate  this  year 
is  the  highest  recorded  during  my  tenure  of  office.  It  is  partly 
accounted  for  by  a high  rate  of  infant  mortality  and  this  again  is 
partly  accounted  for  by  the  deaths  of  three  sets  of  twin  children. 
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The  rate  is  much  higher  than  that  of  the  whole  country,  which  was 
13 ’4  per  1000  and  also  than  that  of  the  rural  districts  which  was 
13 ’6  per  1000.  Again  I may  point  out  that  the  smaller  towns  have 
a much  lower  death  rate  than  the  rural  districts.  In  the  former  the 
death  rate  in  1910  was  only  12-4  per  1000  as  compared  with  13 ’6 
per  1000  in  the  rural  districts  and  17 ‘7  per  1000  in  our  own  district. 
I think  it  is  probable  that  this  is  due  to  a greater  stringency  of 
administration  of  sanitary  law  in  the  smaller  towns  than  was  formerly 
the  case.  These  facts  of  the  comparative  death  rates  have  been 
becoming  more  evident  for  many  years  now.  There  is  no  reason 
why  the  death-rate  in  the  rural  districts  should  be  higher  than  in  the 
small  towns  : quite  the  contrary  in  fact.  It  is  probable  that  the 
facts  would  be  reversed  if  the  rural  districts  adopted  a much  more 
stringent  attitude  in  the  administration  of  existing  laws.  I append 
a table  for  comparison  of  death  rates  throughout  the  country  in  1910. 


Rates  per  1000  living’. 

Rates  per  1000  births 

District. 

Births. 

Deaths. 

Infantile  death  rate 

England  and  Wales  

24*8 

13'4 

106 

77  Large  Towns 

25  

13-4 

115 

136  Smaller  towns  

23-7 

12-4 

104 

Rural  England  and  Wales 

25  

13-6 

96 

Drijffield  Rural  District  ... 

28-8 

17-7 

137 

The  death  rates  in  our  district  are  in  striking  contrast  to  those 
of  the  rest  of  the  country,  but  I hope  and  believe  that  this  is  quite 
an  adventitious  circumstance  and  is  due  to  no  particular  concomit- 
ance of  insanitary  conditions  in  the  district. 

The  average  age  at  death,  excluding  infants,  was  57  years, 
including  infants,  43  years.  Both  figures  are  lower  than  last  year. 
The  highest  average  age  at  death  was  in  the  Boston  district  and  the 
lowest  in  the  Bainton  district. 

The  deaths  during  the  year  were  those  of  106  males  and  81 
females,  the  excess  of  males  over  females  being  25. 

I append  a table  for  comparison  of  rates  in  the  various  sub- 
districts : — 


Rates  per  1000  living. 

District. 

Population. 

Births. 

Deaths. 

Whole  District... 

...  10568  

28-8  ... 

....  17-7 

Langtoft  District. 

...  3063  

31 

....  17-9 

Bainton  District 

...  3019  

26-5  .. 

....  19-2 

Driiffield  Rural... 

...  2556  

28-9  ... 

....  18*3 

Boston  District... 

...  1930  

29 

....  14* 

It  will  be  seen  from  the  above  table  that  by  far  the  highest 
death  rate  was  in  the  Bainton  district  and  the  lowest  in  the  Boston 
district,  the  other  two  districts  being  more  closely  similar  in  death 
rate.  The  highest  birth  rate  was  in  the  Langtoft  district  and  the 
lowest  in  the  Bainton  district.  As  a result  of  the  high  death  rate 
and  low  birth  rate  the  population  of  the  Bainton  district  has  declined 
more  rapidly  than  in  the  other  districts. 
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The  deaths  were  distributed  throughout  the  year  as  follows  : 


Mouth.  No.  of  deaths. 


January 25 

February  10 

March  19 

April  17 

May  18 

June  10 


Month.  No.  of  deaths. 


July... 13 

August  12 

September  ...  14 

October  17 

November  ...  11 

December  ...  21 


It  will  be  seen  from  the  table  that  January  and  December  were 
the  most  fatal  months  during  the  year,  the  numbers  being  25  and  21 
respectively,  being  the  only  months  to  reach  the  twenties.  The 
lowest  rates  were  in  the  months  of  February,  June,  and  November. 

Fifteen  deaths  were  registered  on  Coroner’s  certificates  after 
inquests,  compared  with  twelve  such  deaths  last  year.  Six  were  in 
the  Langtoft  district,  four  in  the  Driffield  Rural  sub-district,  three  in 
the  Bainton  district,  and  two  in  the  Foston  district.  There  were 
eight  deaths  by  accident  and  one  suicide  during  the  year. 

Below  is  a table  to  show  the  respective  death  rates  from  the 
commoner  diseases. 


No.  of  Rates  per  1000  living. 

Disease.  Deaths  Driffield  Rural  District. 


Influenza  ..  

4 ... 

1910. 

•37  ... 

1909 

•09 

1908. 

...  1-01  ... 

1907. 

•45 

Typhoid  Fever 

0 ... 

0 .., 

•09 

...  ^18  ... 

•36 

Diphtheria  

1 ... 

•09  ... 

•09 

0 ... 

•09 

Scarlet  Fever  

1 .. 

•09  ... 

0 

0 ... 

0 

Diarrhoea 

1 ... 

•09  ... 

•18 

•27  ... 

•09 

Phthisis  

9 ... 

•85  ... 

•65 

1-1 

• ••  JL.i.  ••• 

•46 

All  Tuberculous  diseases... 

17  ... 

1*6  ... 

•74 

...  1-38  ... 

•82 

Cancer  

13  ... 

1-23  ... 

•93 

...  2'2  ... 

1-09 

Heart  Disease 

23  ... 

2-17  ... 

1-8 

...  1-19  ... 

1-27 

Pneumonia  

11  ... 

1*04  ... 

1-02 

...  ^46  ... 

•82 

Bronchitis  

12  ... 

1-13  ... 

1-02 

...  1-01  ... 

•82 

All  respiratory  diseases  ... 

24  ... 

2-27  ... 

2-24 

...  1-47  ... 

1-63 

An  examination  of  the  above  table  reveals  the  fact  that  most  of 
the  rates  are  above  the  average.  The  most  satisfactory  feature  of  the 
table  is  the  absence  of  typhoid  fever  from  the  causes  of  death.  This 
is  an  unusual  feature  of  my  reports  and  is  very  pleasant.  Scarlet 
fever  appears  after  an  absence  of  four  years  in  the  table.  The  one 
fatal  case  was  not  recognised  at  the  time  and  died  of  pneumonic 
complications.  The  death  rate  from  consumption  is  higher  than  the 
average,  but  lower  than  that  for  the  whole  country.  Tuberculor 
diseases  generally  give  a higher  rate  than  last  year  and  one  more 
nearly  approaching  that  of  the  whole  country  than  we  have  been 
accustomed  to  during  the  past  years.  In  fact  it  is  equal  to  that  of 
the  whole  country.  In  spite  of  the  adoption  of  voluntary  notification 
of  phthisis  and  the  compulsory  notification  of  pauper  cases  the 
number  of  notified  cases  has  been  very  small — only  a small  percent- 
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age  of  the  actual  cases.  The  cancer  death  rate  is  higher  than  last 
year,  but  lower  than  1908.  The  death  rate  from  diseases  of  the 
heart  is  higher  than  for  some  years  past  and  higher  than  the  general 
rate  for  the  whole  country.  Pneumonia  and  bronchitis  occupy  much 
the  same  positions  in  the  table  as  last  year  and  approach  very  near 
to  the  general  rate  in  the  country.  The  cancer  death  rate  is  still 
higher  than  that  of  the  whole  country,  although  this  also  is  gradually 
increasing.  The  highest  cancer  death  rate  was  in  the  Bainton  sub- 
district. 

The  following  deaths  from  the  other  diseases  specified  in  Table 
4 of  the  Local  Government’s  tables  took  place  during  the  year  : — 
Measles  1,  Whooping  Cough  4,  enteritis  2,  gastritis  1,  erysipelas  2, 
premature  birth  9,  accidents  8,  suicide  1,  and  other  diseases  75. 

The  increased  number  of  deaths  has  not  been  due  to  the 
prevalence  of  any  special  disease,  but  has  been  distributed  generally 
throughout  the  list.  This  is  more  satisfactory,  as  it  does  not  show 
any  laxity  of  sanitary  administration,  but  is  probably  due  to  causes 
more  or  less  outside  the  control  of  the  sanitary  authority. 

INFANT  MORTALITY. 

Under  this  heading  also  our  situation  is  not  as  satisfactory  as 
that  to  which  we  have  been  accustomed  for  many  years.  During 
1910  the  number  of  infantile  deaths  was  42,  quite  an  unusual  feature 
of  our  reports  Six  of  these  were  the  early  deaths  of  three  sets  of 
twins.  The  infant  mortality  rate  was  134  per  1000  births.  This  is 
the  highest  I have  ever  recorded  in  my  report.  Of  these  deaths  17 
occurred  in  the  first  month  of  life,  as  compared  with  11  last  year, 
and  8 during  the  second  month  as  compared  with  1 last  year.  These 
two  months  largely  account  for  the  increase.  Convulsions  and  wast- 
ing diseases  account  principally  for  the  increase.  The  rate  for  the 
whole  country  was  106  per  1000  births,  and  for  the  rural  districts 
96  per  1000  births  as  compared  with  our  figure  of  137  per  1000 
births.  Very  few  of  these  deaths  this  year  were  those  of  illegitimate 
children,  which  is  a cause  for  satisfaction.  I append  a table  for 
comparison  of  these  rates  within  the  district  and  in  the  country 
generally. 

llleg.  births. 

No.  of  deaths.  Rates  perl 000  bths.  per  lOOOilleg.  bths 


District. 

1910. 

1910. 

1909. 

1908. 

1910. 

1909. 

1908 

England  and  Wales  

106 

109 

121 

195 

233 

220 

77  Great  Towns 

115 

118 

1281 

no  cr 

255 

136  Small  Towns  

104 

111 

125  j 

Aoo 

Rural  England  and  Wales... 

96 

98 

110 

157 

175 

160 

Deiffield  Rueal  Disteict 

42 

134 

112 

93 

137 

321 

255 

Langtoft  Sub-district 

15 

157 

97 

96 

133 

375 

285 

Bainton  do.  

12 

150 

145 

128 

100 

125 

333 

Driffield  do.  

7 

94-6 

123 

52 

77 

455 

200 

Boston  do.  

8 

143- 

71 

96 

250 

0 

200 

8 


From  this  table  it  will  be  seen  that  our  infant  mortality  death 
rates  are  much  above  the  average  of  the  country  and  much  above  our 
own -usual  rates.  In  our  district  this  year  the  rate  is  134  per  1000 
births  compared  with  96  per  1000  births  in  the  rest  of  rural  England 
and  Wales.  In  the  matter  of  the  deaths  of  illegitimate  infants  how- 
ever there  is  a marked  improvement,  the  rates  in  this  respect  being 
much  lower  than  any  I have  recorded  since  I took  cognizance  of  this 
matter.  From  this  I would  infer  that  the  increased  infant  mortality 
is  more  of  a casual  fact  than  one  indicating  the  continuous  operation 
of  any  particular  cause.  In  previous  years  there  has  been  a large 
mortality  amongst  illegitimate  children,  which  led  one  to  think 
there  was  wilful  neglect  in  their  nurture  and  rearing.  The  Infant 
Life  Protection  Act  has  probably  given  rise  to  improvement  in  the 
matter,  and  the  general  rise  of  infant  mortality  in  the  district  is 
probably  more  a coincidence  than  any  permanent  feature  in  the 
district.  The  highest  rate  of  infant  mortality  was  in  the  Langtoft 
district  and  the  lowest  in  the  Drif&eld  rural  district.  Amongst 
illegitimate  infants  the  highest  death  rate  was  in  Foston  district,  and 
the  lowest  in  the  Driffield  rural  district.  In  both  these  matters  the 
Driffield  sub-district  has  improved.  In  the  matter  of  the  death  rate 
of  illegitimate  children  we  approach  this  year  much  nearer  to  the 
rest  of  the  country. 

In  Table  5 accompanying  the  report  an  analysis  is  made  of  the 
causes  of  infant  mortality.  On  comparing  it  with  Table  5 in  1909, 
it  will  be  seen  there  is  a large  increase  in  deaths  in  the  first  month 
of  life,  due  to  deaths  of  twins.  Convulsions  accounted  for  5 deaths 
in  the  first  month  of  infant  life  in  1910,  as  compared  with  none  from 
this  cause  in  1909.  In  the  second  month  also  there  were  8 deaths 
in  1910  compared  with  one  in  1909.  Wasting  diseases  caused  9 
deaths  in  1910  compared  with  4 deaths  in  1909.  Whooping  cough 
caused  three  deaths  in  1910  but  was  absent  from  the  list  of  causes  in 
1909. 

The  remark  in  my  1909  report  that  the  illegitimacy  of  the 
district  was  a distinct  cause  of  the  increased  infant  mortality  has  not 
been  borne  out  by  the  facts  of  1910,  but  I cannot  generalize  on  one 
year.  Previous  years  have  certainly  corroborated  the  statement 
made  last  year.  I sincerely  trust  that  the  infant  mortality  of  this 
year  is  quite  an  unusual  phenomenon,  and  that  in  future  years  we 
may  return  to  our  normal  in  this  matter  or  rather  improve  upon  our 
own  record  in  past  years. 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASE. 


In  some  aspects  of  this  department  of  our  work  there  is  much 
cause  for  satisfaction.  The  death  rate  from  the  compulsorily  notifiable 
diseases  is  exceedingly  low  and  typhoid  fever  is  entirely  absent  from 
the  list  of  causes  of  death.  As  a matter  for  congratulation  I may  say 
that  only  two  cases  of  typhoid  fever  have  occurred  in  the  whole 
district  during  1910.  This  fact  is  almost  unique  in  our  district  and 
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is  very  distinctly  encouraging.  During  the  year  101  cases  of  infectious 
diseases  were  notified  to  me,  compared  with  79  last  year.  Of  these 
101  cases  90  were  cases  of  scarlet  fever  of  an  extremely  mild  type, 
only  resulting  in  one  death  and  this  in  the  case  of  a very  young 
child  in  which  the  disease  was  not  recognised  at  the  time  and  was 
complicated  with  pneumonia  in  the  peeling  stage,  which  pneumonia 
proved  fatal.  The  total  number  of  deaths  from  the  seven  chief 
epidemic  diseases  of  the  Eegistrar  General’s  classification  was  eight, 
giving  an  annual  infectious  death  rate  of  *75  per  1000,  compared  with 
•99  per  1000  for  the  whole  country,  and  *74  per  1000  for  the  rural 
districts.  If  we  only  include  the  compulsorily  notifiable  diseases  the 
number  of  deaths  was  only  two,  giving  a rate  for  these  diseases  of 
•19  per  1000  living,  the  lowest  rate  recorded  in  our  district  for  many 
years.  I append  a table  for  comparison  of  statistics. 

Death  rates  per  1000  living. 


Seven  chief 

Notifiable 

District. 

epidemic  diseases. 

diseases. 

1910. 

1909. 

1908. 

1910.  1909. 

England  and  Wales.... 

-99 

M2 

1-29 

17  Great  Towns  

1.23 

1-42 

1-59 

736  Small  Towns 

-88 

1-08 

1-26 

Eural  England  and  Wales  ’74 

•8 

•99 

Driffield  Eural  District 

...  -75 

•46 

•73 

•19  -37 

The  next  table  is  for  purposes  of  comparison  of  death  rates  in 
the  various  sub-districts  of  the  Union  from  the  seven  chief  epidemic 
diseases. 

1910.  1909  1908. 

rate  rate  No.  of  rate 

District.  Population,  deaths,  per  1000.  deaths,  per  1000.  deaths,  per  1000 


Whole  District  ... 

10568 

8 

•75 

5 

•46 

8 

•73 

Langtoft  District 

3063 

2 

•65 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Bainton  District 

3019 

1 

•33 

1 

•37 

4 

1-28 

Driffield  Eural... 

2556 

3 

1-17 

3 

M6 

0 

0 

Foston  district... 

1930 

2 

1-03 

1 

•51 

4 

2-03 

Langtoft  district  does  not  come  out  quite  as  satisfactorily  as 
during  the  last  two  years,  but  it  is  still  low  on  the  list.  The  highest 
rate  was  in  the  Driffield  sub-district  as  last  year  also  and  Fostou  was 
high  on  the  list. 

The  incidence  of  infectious  disease  of  a notifiable  character  in 
the  district  was  higher  than  last  year.  This  was  entirely  due  to  two 
epidemics  of  scarlet  fever  of  a very  slight  character  in  the  Langtoft 
district,  at  Kilham  and  Weaverthorpe.  Apart  from  these,  only  15 
cases  of  infectious  disease  were  notified  in  the  whole  district  during 
the  year.  The  total  incidence  of  such  diseases  during  the  year  was 
8 '5  per  1000  persons  living,  compared  with  7*4  per  1000  last  year. 
The  highest  rate  was  in  the  Langtoft  district  and  the  lowest  rate  in 
the  Foston  district,  which  latter  however  had  a higher  comparative 
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death  rate  from  such  diseases.  I append  a table  as  in  former  years 
for  purposes  of  comparison  of  incidence  of  infectious  disease. 


1910.  1909.  1908. 

No.  of  Rate  per  No.  of  Rate  per  No.  of  Rate  per 


District.  cases. 

Whole  District  101 

Langtoft  District  65 

Bainton  District 15 

Driflield  District 17 

Boston  District  4 


1000. 

cases. 

1000. 

cases. 

1000. 

9-5 

79 

7-4 

41 

3*7 

21 

25 

8 

3 

•95 

5 

13 

4-2 

11 

3-5 

6-6 

37 

14-3 

19 

7-3 

2 

4 

2 

8 

4- 

The  table  shows  the  greatest  incidence  in  the  Langtoft  district, 
whilst  last  year  it  was  in  the  Driffield  district,  and  Boston  again  is 
lowest  on  the  list.  During  the  year  90  cases  of  scarlet  fever  were 
notified,  five  of  diphtheria,  two  of  enteric  fever,  four  of  erysipelas, 
and  four  of  phthisis.  Only  one  case  of  phthisis  was  notified  volun- 
tarily during  the  year  and  three  under  the  compulsory  order  for 
paupers. 

A closer  examination  of  the  local  incidence  of  disease  reveals  the 
following  facts. 


Langtoft  District. 

In  the  Weaverthorpe  portion  of  this  district  a small  epidemic  of 
scarlet  fever  occurred  in  the  early  part  of  the  year  and  was  probably 
an  extension  from  the  few  cases  referred  to  in  my  1909  report  as 
occurring  in  November  and  December.  The  cases  were  exceedingly 
slight  in  character  and  I think  there  is  little  doubt  some  unrecognized 
cases  occurred  and  helped  to  spread  the  disease.  Brequent  visits  to 
the  school  failed  to  find  any  cases  which  were  suspicious.  The 
schoolmaster  was  of  much  assistance  to  me  in  this  matter  and  was 
quite  awake  to  his  duties.  Borty-one  cases  occurred  in  this  epidemic 
but  no  fatality  occurred.  The  schools  were  closed  for  some  weeks 
during  the  epidemic.  Thirteen  cases  of  scarlet  fever  occurred  in 
Kilham  during  the  year.  I think  they  were  the  remnants  of  an 
outbreak  at  the  close  of  1909.  No  fatality  occurred.  Only  one 
other  case  of  notifiable  disease  occurred  in  this  district  during  the 
year,  being  a case  of  erysipelas. 

A serious  epidemic  of  whooping  cough  broke  out  in  the  summer 
holidays  at  Sledmere.  It  caused  two  fatalities.  The  schools  had  to 
be  closed  for  some  weeks. 

Bainton  District. 

Only  15  cases  of  notifiable  disease  were  reported  in  this  district 
during  the  year.  Eleven  of  them  were  cases  of  scarlet  fever, 
occurring  at  intervals  in  five  houses.  In  the  case  of  one  house  at 
North  Dalton  it  is  very  probable  the  fever  was  introduced  from  the 
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.neighbouring  rural  district  of  Pocklington,  and  in  one  other  case 
from  Hull.  The  other  outbreaks  were  difficult  to  account  for, 
though  it  is  probable  at  least  one  was  imported  from  outside.  A 
case  of  diphtheria  occurred  at  Garton  and  rapidly  proved  fatal.  It 
could  not  be  satisfactorily  accounted  for.  No  extension  of  the 
disease  occurred. 

Two  fatal  cases  of  erysipelas  occurred  in  a house  at  Tibthorpe. 
The  house  was  apparently  not  insanitary  and  the  disease  was  of 
obscure  origin.  The  house  was  thoroughly  disinfected. 


Driffield  Rural  Sub-district. 

* In  this  district  17  cases  of  notifiable  disease  were  reported  with 
no  deaths.  Fifteen  cases  of  scarlet  fever  occurred  in  this  district. 
The  outbreak  in  one  house  was  probably  caused  at  Kilham,  where 
the  children  were  attending  school.  Four  cases  occurred  in  one 
house  at  Nafferton  but  could  not  be  accounted  for.  The  other  cases 
also  were  sporadic  in  character  and  did  not  assume  any  epidemic 
proportions.  The  houses  were  disinfected  after  the  disease.  Two 
cases  of  diphtheria  were  notified  from  Wansford  at  intervals  of  three 
months  but  no  extension  took  place.  The  same  remark  also  applies 
to  two  cases  of  diphtheria  at  Cranswick.  A case  of  typhoid  fever 
was  notified  from  Cranswick  also.  It  was  exceedingly  mild  and 
could  not  be  accounted  for  satisfactorily.  A serious  epidemic  of 
measles  broke  out  at  Nafferton  towards  the  end  of  the  year.  It 
necessitated  the  closing  of  the  schools  and  caused  one  death. 
Measles  and  whooping  cough  are  now  much  more  serious  and  fatal 
diseases  than  scarlet  fever,  but  parents  have  not  yet  recognized  the 
fact,  and  treat  the  diseases  much  too  lightly. 

Hutton  Cranswick  schools  had  to  be  closed  for  a serious  epi- 
demic of  measles  which  broke  out  in  the  summer  holidays.  Just 
when  school  was  ready  to  re-open  the  disease  was  very  prevalent  in 
the  village  and  the  school  was  at  once  closed  again. 


Foston  District. 

Only  four  cases  of  notifiable  disease  were  recorded  in  this 
district,  but  one  proved  fatal.  This  was  a case  of  scarlet  fever  at 
Kelk.  The  case  was  not  recognized  as  such  at  the  time.  It  was 
very  probably  caused  by  an  unrecognized  case  in  the  same  village. 
A case  of  scarlet  fever  at  Beeford  could  not  be  accounted  for,  also 
one  of  erysipelas  in  the  same  village.  A case  of  enteric  fever  at 
Frodingham  was  also  difficult  to  trace. 

On  the  whole  the  cases  of  notifiable  disease  have  been  slight 
throughout  the  district  and  the  death-rate  from  them  only  T9  per 
1000.  Measles  and  whooping  cough  have  been  much  more  fatal  and 
have  assumed  epidemic  proportions  at  Cranswick,  Nafferton,  and 
Sledmere,  causing  five  fatalities  and  leading  to  school  closing  in  each 
village.  I received  120  notifications  of  non-notifiable  disease  from 
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schoolmasters  by  post,  and  many  others  by  personal  application  to 
them  at  school.  School-closure  has  only  been  resorted  to  in 
conjunction  with  the  School  Medical  Officer  at  Beverley,  and  has 
only  been  put  into  operation  as  a last  resort.  In  this  district  I do 
not  find  very  great  benefit  from  its  operation.  The  most  serious  and 
fatal  epidemics  this  year  have  all  occurred  during  school  holidays. 
There  has  been  abundant  evidence  during  the  year  of  the  great  want 
of  an  isolation  hospital.  In  some  of  the  cases  it  would  have  been  of 
inestimable  benefit,  and  I hope  that  another  year  may  see  this 
question  greatly  advanced. 

WATER  SUPPLY. 

The  provision  of  a public  water  supply  for  Nafferton  has  been 
considerably  advanced.  The  well  has  been  sunk,  and  after 
considerable  delay  the  test  pumping  has  been  completed.  The  water 
proves  to  be  excellent  in  quality  and  abundant  in  quantity,  and 
sanction  has  been  obtained  from  the  Local  Government  Board  to 
borrow  all  the  money  to  complete  the  scheme.  I trust  that  during 
the  coming  year  Nafferton  may  have  the  inestimable  boon  of  an 
abundant  water  supply  on  the  distributive  system. 

No  other  great  scheme  has  been  launched  during  the  year  but 
local  wells  have  received  attention  and  have  been  protected  in  some 
cases  where  necessary.  The  public  pumps  in  many  villages  have 
had  repairs  and  attention. 

In  May  a tremendous  cataclysm  occurred  in  the  Dale  villages 
in  the  shape  of  a cloud  burst.  The  villages  of  Button,  Helper- 
thorpe  and  Weaver thorpe  were  flooded  with  water  some  four 
feet  deep.  Much  property  was  destroyed.  The  houses  and 
buildings  were  filled  with  mud  and  many  animals  were  drowned. 
The  most  serious  feature  of  the  catastrophe  was  the  fact  that 
the  wells  were  filled  up  with  the  water  which  was  practically 
sewage  in  a diluted  form,  as  all  the  fold  yards  were  washed 
out.  An  analysis  of  the  waters  proved  them  to  be  horribly 
contaminated.  Notices  were  posted  pointing  out  the  danger  of 
drinking  the  water  in  an  unboiled  state,  and  the  wells  were  con- 
tinuously pumped  for  some  days.  Fortunately  no  serious  results 
followed  and  not  a single  case  of  disease  could  be  traced  to  the  flood. 
It  necessitated  much  work  on  the  part  of  the  householders  to  clean 
their  houses,  a duty  that  they  discharged  in  a most  exemplary 
manner.  A fund  was  started  to  compensate  them  for  their  loss.  It 
was  most  generously  supported  and  sufficient  money  subscribed  to 
indemnify  them  from  all  loss.  The  well  waters  have  assumed  their 
normal  state  again. 

There  has  been  abundance  of  water  all  the  year  in  the  wells  and 
gypseys. 

Four  waters  have  been  analysed  during  the  year.  Three  were 
badly  polluted  and  one  was  suspicious.  One  of  these  waters  was 
obtained  from  a tube  well,  and  it  is  difficult  to  account  for  its 
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condition.  The  well  is  quite  new.  The  other  was  from  a well 
which  was  badly  protected  at  the  surface.  It  has  been  remedied  by 
the  owner  without  any  demur.  On  the  whole  we  have  had  much 
less  trouble  from  the  wells  than  for  some  years  past.  They  are 
gradually  being  better  protected. 

SEWERAGE  AND  DRAINAGE. 

We  have  three  systems  of  sewerage  disposal  at  work  in  the 
district.  One  of  them  at  Middleton  is  far  from  satisfactory.  The 
sewerage  from  this  large  village  is  received  into  two  very  good^settling 
tanks.  It  is  precipitated  by  means  of  alumino  ferric.  The  overflow 
which  is  practically  crude  sewage  is  then  conveyed  into  a huge  sump 
hole  dug  directly  into  the  chalk.  It  is  thus  conveyed  directly  into 
the  water  bearing  stratum  of  the  district,  and  is  allowed  to  find  its 
way  out  in  any  way  it  can.  It  does  this  very  unsatisfactorily.  The 
sump  is  little  more  than  a third  settling  tank.  The  bottom  and  walls 
of  the  chalk  hole  become  sewage  logged  and  the  water  generally 
stands  at  almost  the  same  level  as  in  the  tanks  and  has  frequently  to 
be  cleaned  out.  The  hole  has  been  extended  but  this  is  only  effective 
for  a short  time,  and  is  an  additional  source  of  danger  to  the  water- 
bearing stratum,  as  it  simply  allows  more  crude  sewage  to  permeate 
it.  The  arrangement  is  entirely  unsatisfactory. 

I have  been  asked  by  the  Local  Government  Board  to  report  on 
the  pollution  of  running  streams.  In  this  matter  I am  bound  to 
point  out  that  the  whole  of  the  crude  sewage  from  the  lower 
half  of  the  district,  comprising  the  sub-registration  districts  of  Driffield 
and  Boston,  excepting  the  village  of  Nafferton,  finds  its  way  untreated 
into  running  streams  and  grossly  pollutes  them.  This  is  true  of  the 
large  villages  of  Beeford,  North  Brodingham,  and  Hutton  Cranswick, 
a*^  well  as  the  smaller  ones  of  Harpham,  Lowthorpe,  Kelk,  Wansford, 
Boston,  and  others.  In  many  of  the  larger  villages  in  the  upper 
registration  districts  the  sewage  finds  its  way  into  the  village  ponds, 
which  it  thus  converts  into  open  cesspools.  This  is  true  of  the 
villages  of  Wetwang,  Langtoft,  North  Dalton,  Boxholes  and  others. 
Eecent  advances  have  made  it  much  easier  to  treat  small  quantities 
of  sewage  at  reasonable  cost.  I am  therefore  bound  to  direct  your 
attention  to  these  facts.  I am  of  opinion  that  the  time  has  come 
when  sewage  schemes  for  the  treating  of  the  sewage  ought  to  be 
considered  by  you  for  the  villages  of  Beeford,  North  Brodingham, 
Hutton  Cranswick,  North  Dalton,  Langtoft,  Wetwang,  and  probably 
Boxholes.  I consider  that  the  present  conditions  ought  not  to  be 
allowed  to  exist  any  longer,  and  I trust  you  will  give  the  matter  your 
serious  attention.  What  was  permissible  in  the  past  is  now  no 
longer  so,  and  these  matters  ought  to  be  seriously  considered.  Eun- 
ning  streams  ought  not  to  be  grossly  polluted  nor  village  ponds 
converted  into  open  cesspools. 

Several  sections  of  public  sewers  have  been  relaid  and  improved 

during  the  year  at  Boston,  Skerne,  Hutton  Cranswick  and  other 
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places,  but  no  action  has  been  taken  to  treat  the  sewage,  and  it  is 
allowed  to  find  its  way  into  the  nearest  water  course  in  its  crude 
form,  without  any  attempt  at  purification. 

Any  requests  to  owners  to  improve  private  drains  have  been 
readily  attended  to. 

DAIRY  AND  COWSHEDS’  ACT. 

During  the  year  a register  has  been  made  of  the  dairies  and 
cowsheds  in  the  district.  Of  these  18  have  been  registered.  These 
are  regularly  visited  and  are  kept  in  good  condition.  Many  of  the 
smaller  ones,  which  are  not  yet  registered  are  not  so  satisfactory,  but 
we  are  endeavouring  gradually  to  bring  them  into  a better  condition. 
Some  of  the  worst  are  kept  by  cottagers  and  these  present  a much 
greater  difficulty  than  those  of  the  regular  and  larger  purveyors  of 
milk. 


SCAVENGING  AND  NUISANCES. 

The  report  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector  is  appended  at  the  end  of 
this  report.  Most  of  the  nuisances  complained  of  during  the  year 
have  been  remedied.  No  legal  proceedings  have  had  to  be  taken. 

Overcrowding  has  been  reported  in  three  houses  and  has  been 
remedied  in  each  case. 

For  several  years  I have  drawn  attention  to  the  necessity  for 
public  scavenging  in  the  larger  villages,  but  nothing  has  been  done 
to  adopt  it.  When  left  to  private  occupiers  this  work  is  very 
inefficiently  done,  and  accumulations  of  filth  are  left  for  long  periods 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  houses.  I am  constantly  having  to  draw 
the  attention  of  occupiers  to  their  responsibility  in  this  matter.  I am 
of  opinion  that  public  scavenging  ought  to  be  undertaken  in  every 
village  of  more  than  300  inhabitants.  The  villages  are  mostly 
compact  and  the  filth  accumulations  from  300  inhabitants  are  very 
considerable.  They  form  breeding  places  for  flies  and  are  apt  to 
produce  diarrhoea  and  typhoid  fever.  I trust  that  this  matter  will 
receive  your  serious  attention  before  another  year  expires  and  that 
I shall  not  have  to  call  attention  to  it  again. 

HOUSING  ACT,  1909. 

We  have  begun  to  make  a register  under  this  act.  It  applies  to 
all  but  the  very  largest  houses  in  our  district.  There  is  much 
unsatisfactory  and  insanitary  cottage  property,  and  I fear  much 
drastic  action  will  have  to  be  taken  during  the  next  few  years  to 
render  such  property  fit  for  habitation  under  present  conditions  of 
demand.  It  is  quite  possible  in  some  instances  that  the  public 
authority  may  have  to  build  houses  to  accommodate  displaced  tenants, 
and  I may  point  out  that  this  is  made  much  easier  under  the  1909 
mtf  and  may  be  don©  eoonomieally*  Any  four  householders  may 
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put  this  part  of  the  act  into  operation  if  the  local  authority  fails  to 
do  its  duty  in  the  matter. 

FACTORY  AND  WORKSHOPS  ACT. 

My  remarks  of  previous  years  apply  to  these  places.  No  legal 
action  has  had  to  be  taken  during  the  year.  No  infectious  disease 
has  occurred  in  any  of  them.  They  are  kept  in  a sanitary  condition. 
They  are  almost  entirely  private  houses  or  the  shops  of  tradesmen 
employed  in  the  village  trades  such  as  tailors,  joiners,  blacksmiths, 
who  keep  one  or  two  apprentices.  They  are  generally  the  better 
class  of  village  tenant.  They  are  visited  at  intervals  in  the  ordinary 
course  of  our  inspections. 

GENERAL  REMARKS. 

In  conclusion  I desire  to  draw  your  attention  to  the  following 
matters  as  requiring  urgent  attention  : 

1.  Provision  of  a hospital  for  the  isolation  of  infectious  diseases. 

2.  The  adoption  of  public  scavenging  in  the  larger  villages. 

3.  The  adoption  of  sewage  treatment  schemes  for  the  larger 

villages. 

4.  The  stricter  regulation  of  the  milk  supply. 

5.  The  effective  administration  of  the  Housing  Act,  1909. 

Under  the  first  heading  a further  conference  was  held  during 
the  year  with  the  County  Authorities  at  Beverley,  when  some 
advance  was  made  on  the  results  of  the  previous  conference.  A 
resolution  was  passed  to  constitute  the  County  Council  one  authority 
for  the  provision  of  hospital  isolation  of  infectious  diseases.  A further 
conference  is  pending  for  the  submission  of  a scheme  to  the  delegates 
from  the  various  District  Councils,  and  I would  ask  your  assistance 
in  strengthening  the  hands  of  the  County  Authorities  that  this 
important  and  pressing  malter  may  be  put  into  effective  form. 

I would  also  draw  your  attention  to  the  importance  of  the 
Housing  Act,  1909,  and  ask  that  you  would  give  your  entire  support 
to  your  officers  in  their  administration  of  this  very  important  Act, 
so  that  many  houses  which  disgrace  our  district  may  either  be  put 
into  better  sanitary  condition,  or  replaced  by  others  more  in  accord- 
ance with  modern  ideas  of  sanitation  and  decency.  If  many  houses 
should  have  to  be  closed  it  may  be  necessary  that  Part  HI.  of  the 
Act  may  require  to  be  put  into  force,  and  this  may  now  be  done  in 
an  economical  way  owing  to  easier  money  conditions. 

I am.  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

OHAS.  ED.  HOLLINGS. 
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INSPECTOR’S  REPORT. 


DRIFFIELD  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 

YEAR  ENDING  DECEMBER,  1910. 


During  the  year  69  houses  have  been  inspected,  besides  14 
inspected  under  the  New  Housing  Act.  Various  nuisances  have 
been  reported  with  respect  to  same,  such  as  privies  dilapidated,  pans 
required,  drainage  defective,  repair  of  pumps  and  protection  of  same, 
bad  repair,  dirty  condition,  pigs  kept  too  near  dwelling,  etc.  Dis- 
infecting by  means  of  disinfector  and  vapoform  lamps  has  been  done 
at  27  houses  after  fever,  etc. 

Three  houses  have  been  reported  as  overcrowded. 

The  recommendations  for  improvements  for  the  most  part  have 
been  carried  out. 

Samples  of  water  have  been  sent  from  Hutton  Cranswick  and 
“Emmotland,”  Frodingham,  for  analysis. 

Repairs  have  been  done  to  wells  and  pumps  at  Hutton,  Foston, 
Tibthorpe,  Frodingham,  Wetwang,  Foxholes,  West  and  Fast  Luttons, 
and  Weaverthorpe. 

The  ponds  at  Foxholes  and  Langtoft  have  been  cleaned  out. 

Drainage  work  has  been  done  at  Little  Driffield,  Foston,  Beeford, 
Kilham,  Hutton  Cranswick  and  Skerne. 

There  are  18  cowsheds  and  dairies  on  the  register  and  same  have 
been  kept  under  observation  during  the  year. 

There  is  only  one  common  lodging  house  in  the  district  and  this 
has  been  inspected  about  six  times. 

Four  canal  boats  have  been  inspected.  This  is  a small  district 
and  very  few  boats  stay  at  Wansford  and  Frodingham. 

JAMES  WM.  SUMNER, 


Sanitary  Inspector. 


DRONFIELD 

URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


By  O.  H.  HUDSON,  M.R.C.S., 

: : Medical  Officer  of  Health.  : : 


DRONFIELD  : 

Ryder,  Printer,  Princess  Buildings. 

1911. 
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SUMMARY  OF  REPORT. 


DRONFIELl)  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


i\rea  : 1,046  acres. 

Population  (census)  1891,  3,488;  (census)  1901,  3,809. 

Estimated  Population,  1909,  4,019. 

Number  of  Occupied  Houses:  1901,  871  ; 1910,  961. 

Rateable  Value,  £12,200.  Assessable  Value,  £10,102  13s.  6d. 
General  District  Rate,  3s.  4d. 

Poor  Rate  4s.  6d.  on  Buildings,  and  2s.  3d.  on  Agricultural  Land. 

Vital  Statistics. 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000,  27’1. 

Crude  Death  Rate  ])er  1,000,  13‘9. 

Corrected  Death  Rate  per  1,000,  14'6. 

Infantile  Mortality  (Deaths  under  one  year  per  1,000  births),  169. 
Water  Supply  : — 

Source  of  Supply  : Mooiland  Water  from  the  Chesterfield 
Rural  Sanitary  Authority’s  Mains. 

Constant  Supply  during  the  year. 

Seavenrjiny  and  Refuse  Disposal:  By  Council’s  own  Carts  and 
Workmen. 
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ANNUAL  HEALTH  REPORT 

For  i910. 


TO  THE  CHAIRMAN  AND  AIEAIBERS  OF  THE 
DRONFIELD  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


Gentlemen, 

I have  joleasure  in  la3hng  before  you  my  Tenth  Annual  Report  of 
the  Health  of  the  Dronfield  Urban  District. 

Physical  Features  and  General  Character 
O'f  District. — The  district  lies  to  the  South  of  Sheffield  at  an 
elevation  of  598'6  to  39I:'6  o.n.,  and  is  immediately  surrounded  by  the 
Chesterfield  Rural  District.  It  has  an  area  of  1,046  acres,  no  part 
being  covered  by  water,  and  is  hilly  in  nature.  The  soil  is 
carboniferous  in  character.  The  chief  industries  are  coal  mining, 
iron  founding,  and  edge-tool  making. 

The  Population  of  the  district  at  the  census  of  1901  wars 
3,809,  and  the  number  of  inhabited  houses  871.  The  estimated 
population  to  the  middle  of  1910  is  4,019,  and  the  number  of 
inhabited  houses  is  964,  giving  an  average  of  4’17  per  house. 


The  Births  registered  during  the  year  were  109,  of  which 
six  were  illegitimate,  giving  an  annual  rate  of  27’ I.  The  rate  for  the 
previous  ten  years  is  as  under  : — 

1900  1901  1902  1903  1904  1905  1906  1907  1908  1909 

27  31-8  3U7  29-6  36-3  26*2  34  28  36  30 

which  is  equal  to  an  average  of  31. 
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The  Dea.thS  registered  in  the  district  during  the  year  were 
56,  giving  a crude  death-rate  of  13'9.  Two  of  these  deaths  occurred 
at  tlie  Isolation  Hospital,  and  were  non-residents.  There  were  also 
five  deaths  of  Dronfield  residents  in  Tublic  Institutions  outside  the 
district,  viz..  Chesterfield  Union  Hospital  and  the  Shelheld  Royal 
Infi  rniarv,  which  gives  the  nett  deaths  belonging  to  the  district  59, 
and  a corrected  death-rate  of  II'G. 

The  corrected  death-rate  for  the  previous  ten  years  is  as  follows  ; — 
1900  1901  IDOL'  1903  1901  1905  1906  1907  1908  1909 

17  18-8  19-2  16-2  IDH  15-5  12-6  13  8 17  15-5 

which  gives  an  average  of  16‘5  per  1,000. 

The  parish  of  Dronfield  is  rich  in  doles,  and  so  attracts  a number 
of  the  aged  and  indigent  ]ioor  to  the  district.  There  were  21  deaths 
of  ])eople  over  65  years  of  age. 

InfantMe  Deaths  (Deaths  under  one  year).-— There  were 
ten  deaths  of  infants  under  one  vear,  of  which  two  were  illegitimate, 
which  is  equal  to  an  annual  rate  of  169  per  1,000  births  registered. 

Tlie  rate  for  the  last  decennial  period  being  : — 

1900  1901  1902  1903  1904  1905  1906  1907  1908  1909 

235  187  163  104  118  115  60  117  145  108 

which  is  equal  to  an  average  rate  of  138. 

House  AcCOm modation. — There  have  been  six  new 
houses  built  during  the  year,  thus  making  the  nund)er  of  houses  964  — 
855  of  which  are  under  the  £16  rental,  which  houses  have  to  be 
inspected  under  the  Housing  Regulations,  1910.  The  population 
works  out  at  4’ 17  per  house.  44}ere  have  been  no  houses  closed 
during  the  year — they  are  all  in  a good  state  of  repair. 

Water  Supply  of  the  district. — All  the  964  houses  are 
supplied  from  the  Chesterfield  Rural  Sanitary  Authority’s  mains.  The 
supply  is  constant,  and  since  the  filter  beds,  which  have  been  put  down 
at  the  source  of  supply,  there  has  been  no  indications  of  pluinbo  solvency. 

Milk  Supply. — There  are  eight  cow -keepers  on  the  register, 
wlio  own  approximately  50  cows.  There  are  no  milk-sellers,  who  are 
not  also  cow-keepers.  The  cubic  air  space  per  cow  in  cowsheds  varies 
from  500  to  800  cubic  feet.  The  cowsheds  and  dairies  are 
systematically  inspected. 
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Mea.t  Inspection.  -The  slaughter  houses  are  systematically 
inspected  tor  cleanliness  and  sanitation. 

Sewerage  and  Drainage.  The  outfall  works  are 
maintained  in  an  efficient  condition. 

The  methods  of  disposal  are  hy  Precipitation  and  Percolating 
Filters.  There  are  eleven  houses  situated  at  the  top  of  Holmey  Lane, 
which  is  the  extreme  end  of  the  district.  Tliese  houses  are  drained 
into  a sump,  which  in  wet  weather  always  overflows,  and  is  a great 
nidsance.  The  nearest  main  sewer  is  about  800  ^^ards  away,  and  the 
best  way  to  deal  with  the  matter  is  to  extend  the  sewer  to  this  point. 

Excrement  Disposa.1. — There  are  964  houses  served  with 
the  following  conveniences,  viz.,  794  privy-middens,  454  water  closets, 
and  16  slop  closets.  Twelve  23rivy-middens  have  been  converted  into 
water  closets  during  the  year,  and  sixteen  defective  privies  have  been 
improved.  44ie  general  policy  of  the  Council  is  to  gradually  convert 
all  the  privy-middens  into  water  closets.  The  removal  and  disposal 
of  house  refuse  is  done  by  the  Council’s  own  servants  and  horses  and 
carts,  at  a cost  of  3s.  per  house,  including  administrative  charges. 
The  work  is  done  principally  in  tlie  early  morning,  especially  in  the 
main  thoroughfares. 

Bye-LclWS  for  Slaughter  Houses,  Olfensive  Trades,  and 
Cleansing  of  Footpaths,  approved  by  the  Local  Government  Board, 
August  22nd,  1907  ; and  for  Lodging  Houses,  Dairies  and  Cowsheds, 
approved  by  the  Local  Government  Board,  May  26th,  1893  ; and  for 
new  Streets  and  Buildings,  February  24th,  1909,  are  in  force  in  your 
district. 

Medical  Inspection  of  School  Children  and 
School  Buildings.  -Under  the  Education  (Administrative 
Provisions)  Act,  1907,  125  children  have  been  mecbcally  examined, 
viz.,  those  who  have  attained  the  ages  of  five  and  thirteen  during 
1910.  There  were  twelve  cases  of  defective  vision,  four  cases  of 
Enlarged  Tonsils  and  Adenoids,  five  Verminous,  and  six  suffering 
from  Eczema. 

The  Schools  and  Conveniences  have  been  systematically  inspected 
during  the  year,  and  have  always  been  found  in  a satisfactory 
sanitary  condition. 
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Dr.  Farrer,  one  of  the  Local  Government  Board’s  Medical 
Inspectors,  -went  over  the  School  Buildings  witli  me,  and  drew  my 
attention  to  the  penholders  and  pencils  which  the  children  are  in  the 
habit  of  nil)l)]iiig.  He  enquired  if  each  cliild  had  its  own  pencil  and 
pen,  and  when  answered  in  the  negative,  he  strongly  advised  that 
each  child  should  have  his  or  her  own  pencil  box,  so  that  they  may 
always  use  the  same  pens,  and  so  avoid  any  source  of  infection  from 
the  children  nibl)ling  promiscuous  penholders. 

In  cases  of  all  iiotifiable  disease,  where  there  are  children  attending 
school,  the  head-teachers  are  notified,  and  children  from  infected 
houses  are  excluded,  until  tlie  houses  have  been  finally  disinfected, 
and  there  is  no  fear  of  further  infection. 

Inf'ectiOUS  Disea.ses. — I have  had  28  notifications  of 
Infectious  Disease,  viz..  Diphtheria  G,  Erysipelas  l,and  Scarlet  Fever 
21,  all  of  whom  recovered.  There  has  been  one  death  from  Whooping 
Cough,  which  is  equivalent  to  '02  per  1000. 

After  receiving  the  notification  of  any  case,  the  house  is  visited, 
and  Izal  is  given  free  of  cost.  In  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  where 
complete  isolation  cannot  be  given,  the  cases  are  recommended  to  go 
to  the  Isolation  Hospital,  the  houses  in  all  cases  are  thoroughly 
disinfected  with  Formalin  vapour,  and  full  instructions  are  given  to 
the  householder  to  prevent  any  further  spread  of  the  disease. 

Diphtheria,.  These  cases  were  all  of  a mild  character,  and 
as  there  is  no  accommodation  at  the  Isolation  Hospital  for  this 
disease,  all  were  treated  at  home.  Antitoxin  is  supplied  free  by 
your  Council  to  all  cases  occurring  in  your  district. 

Scarlet  Fever.  -Of  the  2I  cases  notified,  15  were  treated 
in  Hospital,  and  6 at  their  own  homes.  Most  of  the  cases  occurred  in 
the  first  three  months  of  the  year,  and  wmre  clearly  traceable  to  former 
cases  which  occurred  in  the  same  district  in  December,  1909.  There 
were  19  infected  houses. 

Erysipelas.  There  was  only  one  case,  which  was  of  a very 
mild  type. 

Whooping  Cougfh.  -There  was  one  death  of  an  infant 
under  one  vear  of  age. 

o 

Diarrhoea. — There  was  onlyMne  death  from  diarrhoea,  which 
occurred  in  an  infant  one  month  old. 
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Phthisis  and  other  Tubercular  Diseases. 

1 have  had  two  notifications  of  Pulmonary  Phthisis  under  the  Public 
Health  (Tuberculosis)  Regulations,  1908.  In  both  cases  tlie  Poor  Law 
Medical  Officer  was  only  called  in  a short  time  before  dea^h  occurred. 
The  houses  were  visited,  the  floors  and  walls  were  sprayed  wdth 
Formalin,  and  instructions  were  given  as  to  disinfecting  and  des- 
troying the  sputum — and  the  expediency  of  not  sleeping  with  the 
patient.  There  were  four  deaths  from  Phthisis,  which  is  ecpud  to  an 
annual  rate  of  '99  per  1,000.  There  were  also  two  deaths  from  other 
Tuberculous  diseases,  wdiich  is  equivalent  to  an  annual  rate  of  ’49  joer 
1,000. 

Respira.tory  Diseases. — There  were  five  deaths  from 
Pneumonia,  and  ten  from  Bronchitis,  which  is  equal  to  3' 7 per  1,000. 

I am. 

Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

0.  H.  HUDSON. 


February  llth,  1911. 


1. 
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VITAL  STATISTICS  OF  WHOLE  DISTRICT  DURING  1910 

AND  PREVIOUS  YEARS. 


DRONFIELD  URBAN  DISTRICT. 


Year] 

Population  estimated  to 
middle  of  each  year 

Births 

Total  Deaths  Registered  in 
the  District 

Deaths  of  Non-Residents 

registered  in  Public  Institu- 

tions in  the  District  , 

Deaths  of  Residents  regis' 

tered  in  Public  Institutions 

beyond  the  Distrift  j 

Nett  Deaths  at 
all  ages 

belonging  to  the 
Distridt 

Number 

Rate  j 

Under  i Year 
of  Age 

At  all  Ages 

Number 

Rate 

per 

lOOO 

Births 

regis- 

tered. 

Number 

Rate 

Number 

Rate 

1900 

3780 

102 

27 

235 

04 

10-0 

1 

05 

17 

1001 

3800 

133 

34-8 

25 

187 

00 

17-2 

0 

72 

18-8 

1002 

3847 

122 

31-7 

20 

103 

07 

17-4 

7 

74 

10.2 

1003 

3880 

115 

20-0 

12 

104 

50 

15-2 

4 

03 

10-2 

1004 

3010 

143 

30.3 

17 

118 

00 

10-8 

10 

70 

10.4 

100.5 

3020 

103 

20-2 

15 

145 

50 

15 

2 

4 

01 

15-5 

1000 

3040 

133 

33-7 

8 

00 

50 

12-0 

3 

3 

50 

12-0 

1007 

3000 

111 

28 

13 

117 

55 

13-8 

3 

7 

50 

14-8 

1 008 

3080 

144 

30 

21 

145 

02 

1 5'5 

3 

0 

08 

17 

1000 

4000 

120 

30 

13 

108 

54 

13-5 

8 

02 

15 ‘5 

Aver- 

; 

ages  for 

i 

years 

3003 

122 

31 

14 

138 

00 

15-3 

5-0 

05 

10-0 

1800- 

1008. 

1 

1010 

4010 

100 

27 

10 

017 

50 

13-9 

2 

5 

59 

1 14-0 

Area  of  District  in  acres  (exclusive  of  area  covered  by  water),  1406. 
Total  deaths  in  Public  Institutions  in  the  District,  2. 

At  Census  of  1901 

Total  population  at  all  ages,  3809. 

Numher  of  inhabited  houses,  871. 

Average  number  of  persons  per  house,  4,3. 

Inr.titutions  within  the  District  receiving  sick  and  infirm  persons 
from  outside  the  District : — 

Isolation  Hospital. 

Derbyshire  Board. 

Institutions  outside  the  District  receiving  sick  and  infirm  persons 
from  the  District  : — 

Chesterfield  Union  Infirmary. 

Sheffield  Royal  Infirmary. 

Is  the  Union  Workhouse  within  the  District  ?.  No. 


Table  2. 
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DEONFIELD  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


CASES  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE  NOTIFIED  DURING 

THE  YEAR  1910. 


Isolation  Hospital,  North-east  Derbyshire.  Total  available 
beds,  24.  Number  of  Diseases  that  can  be  concurrently  treated,  2. 

Table  3.  

CAUSES  OF,  AND  AGES  AT,  DEATH  DURING  YEAR  1910. 


Deaths  at  the  subjoined  ages  of 
Re.sidents  wliether  occurring  in  or 
beyond  the  Distridt. 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH 

1 

All  Ages. 

Under  i year.  ; 

I and  under  5. 

5 and  under  15. 

1 

15  and  under  25. 

i 

25  and  under  65. 

i 

65  and  upwards. 

Whooping  Cough  

1 

1 

Diphtheria  (including  Membranous 

Croup) 

Epidemic  Influenza 

; 

Diarrhoea  

1 

1 

Enteritis 

1 

1 

Phthisis  (Pulmonary  Tuberculosis) 

4 

1 

3 

Other  Tuberculous  Diseases  

2 

1 

1 

Cancer,  malignant  disease  

Bronchitis  

10 

2 

1 

7 

Pneumonia 

5 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Other  Diseases  of  Respiratory  Organs 

1 

1 

Alcoholism  (Cirrhosis  of  liver)  

1 

1 

Premature  Birth  

4 

4 

Heart  Diseases  

0 

2 

4 

8 

Accidents 

All  other  causes 

20 

:4 

8 

0 

All  causes 

10 

5 

2 

2 

10 

21 

12 


Taj^le  4. 

INFANTILE  MORTALITY  DURING  THE  YEAR  1910. 


Deatlis  from  stated  causes  in  Weeks  and  Months 
under  One  Year  of  Age. 


])RONFIELD  URBAN  DISTRICT. 


CAUSE  OF 

Under  i Week 

1-2  Weeks 

2-3  Weeks 

U) 

<0 

CO 

CO 

Total  under 

I Month 

1-2  Months 

2-3  Months 

3-4  Months 

5-6  Months 

lo-ii  Months 

11-12  Months. 

Total  Deaths  under  , 

One  Year 

All  Causes — Certified 

2 

1 

3 

1 

2 

1 

1 

S 

Uncertified 

2 

2 

2 

Common  Infectious 

Diseases— 

Whooping  Cough... 

1 

1 

Diarrhoeal  Diseases— 

Diarrhoea,  all  forms 

1 

1 

Wasting  Diseases — 

Premature  Birth... 

3 

1 

4 

4 

Tuberculous  Diseases 

1 

1 

Convulsions  

1 

1 

1 

Pneumonia  

1 

1 

Other  Causes  

1 

1 

4 

1 

5 

1 

2 

1 

1 

10 

Population,  estimated  to  middle  of  1910,  4,019. 

Births  in  the  year — legitimate,  103  ; illegitimate,  6. 

Deaths  in  the  year  of  legitimate  infants,  8 ; illegitimate  infants,  2. 
Deaths  from  all  causes  at  all  ages,  59. 


Table  5. 
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FACTOKIES,  WORKSHOPS,  c^c. 


DRONFIELD  URBAN  DISTRICT. 

1. — Inspection. 

Including  Inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors  or  Inspectors  of  Nuisances. 


premises. 

Number  of 

InspeGions. 

Written 

Notices. 

Prosecutions 

Factories  (including  Factory  Laundries) 

28 

Nil. 

Nil 

Workshops  (including  Workshop 

Laundries) 

29 

Nil. 

Nil 

Total 

57 

2.— Defects  Found. 


Number  of  Defects. 

Number 

of 

Prosecutions 

PARTICULARS. 

Found. 

Remedied 

Referred 
to  H.M. 
Inspector. 

Want  of  cleanliness 

1 

1 

Want  of  ventilation 

1 

I 

Nil 

Nil 

Other  Nuisances  

1 

I 

Total 

3 

3 

4. — Registered  Workshops. 

Workshops  on  the  Register  (s.  131)  at  the  end  of  the  year  ; — 
Dressmakers 
Millinery 
Axeheacis 
Shovels,  etc. 

Wickerwork 

Joinery 

Bootmaking 

Blacksmith 

Bakehouses 

Total  number  of  Workshops  on  Register 


3 

2 

2 

1 

1 

3 

4 
1 
3 

20 


b.  — Other  Matters. 

Action  taken  in  matters  referred  by  H.M.  Inspector  as  remediable 
under  the  Public  Health  Acts,  but  not  under  the  Factory  and 
Workshop  Act  (s.  5) — 

Notified  by  H.M.  Inspector  ...  ...  ...  3 

Reports  (of  action  taken)  sent  to  H.M.  Inspector  ...  3 


Table  6.  DRONFIELD  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 
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Area  of  District,  1,046  Acres.  Estimated  No.  of  Houses,  964.  New  Houses  erected  1910,  6. 

T.  H.  ATKINSON,  Inspector  of  Nuisances. 
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